
HB: #5277 
An Act Concerning the Establishment of Technical Standards for Medical 

Diagnostic Equipment that Promotes Accessibility in Health Care Facilities 
 

This will require doctors’ offices and medical facilities in CT to provide medical 
equipment that meets the US Board Specifications. 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Hello, my name is Richard Famiglietti of East Haven CT. I have a spinal cord injury and I use a 
manual wheelchair for everyday life. I am here to express my support of HB 5277 to require 
medical facilities to have accessible diagnostic medical equipment. 
 
I do NOT know how much I weigh. Every time I visit current or new doctor, I am asked how 
much I weigh. My answer, do you have a scale for me to roll on? I am told no. I inform the 
doctor I recall getting weighed prior to a procedure 15 years ago and I was 145 lbs. 
 
When I go for a physical, eye exam, dentist or any other exam requiring me to transfer from my 
wheelchair to the examination equipment is very difficult or impossible. This is because 
everything is 3 to 10 inches higher than the seat of my wheelchair. The worst in my experience 
are dental offices and the walk-in urgent care clinics. I was sent to hospital because the urgent 
care had no staff to help with transfer from wheelchair to x-ray table and it was way to high 
even if I used a transfer board which I use to get in/out of a car. As for the dentists, just try NOT 
to fall off the rocket shaped dental chair that I keep falling off from. 
 
Not only is this crappie care BUT extra cost to CT because I must go to the hospital for some 
treatments/exams otherwise could have been done at my local primary care and other 
outpatient facilities. 
 
I don’t see a cost to CT for passing this bill so there are no excuses not to pass HB 5277 ensuring 
people with physical impairments receive medical care in the setting they choose. We are tired 
and fed up with being told bring someone if you need help. Vote in favor of HB 5277 
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